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QUEENSLAND IRISH ASSOCIATION
PIPE BAND

INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the Queensland Irish Association PipedE3agpipe Learning Program.

Attached is a syllabus of bagpipe lessons thaesas\va learning tool for both you and your instsuthat
covers approximately 12 to 24 weeks of instruction.

This book has been developed by QIA Band membemfggally for use by QIA tutors, although all
persons seeking to better their standard of pipihegvelcome to these contents. The contentslare al
written, composes arranged under the banner dQtA®B and remain the property of the band.

The band has many tunes published on the intemié&mvusing the “Piob Master” music writing progra
The QIAPB does not promote any particular musidiagiprogram. It just happens that Piob Mastehés t
one we currently have use of.

The syllabus isiot intended to be a complete “do-it-yourself’ guidddarning the bagpipes. It is, in fact,
meant to be completely the opposite, meaning thatabsolutely essential to have a competent playd
experienced tutor at your side for regular guidance

The lessons in the tutor book have been numberesflezt stages of learning. It is not unreasonédble
count those stages in weeks although there is ribaral fast rule.

At the end of 12 weeks it is envisaged that pupilshave started their first tune(s) on the pregtchanter
and be ready to commence training on a “goose” l(gi1pe bag with fitting designed to accept thetbot
section of the pupil’s practice chanter — usectton how to blow correctly). This is, of courseryw
variable depending on the age, dexterity, taledtdadication of the pupil. It is possible to be sufficiently
competent to parade with the band in a street maiteh only 6 months. For others that process rakg t
12 months or longer.

The Queensland Irish Association Pipe Band provashig competent and experienced tutors.

Piping is a very “hands on” skill and requires ghhlevel of discipline. The optimum age for yourepple
to begin as around 12 years, depending on handcsineentration span, level of maturity and disomgl
Certain texts state that reflexes or "muscle mefhigrgeveloped after 200 repetitions of a certaiskt
(QPS firearms training material). Pupils should eember that statement and practice accordingly

The degree of difficulty is quite high but so dne satisfaction levels. Many Pipers have travelhed
World for free on the strength of their piping &lyil Many pipers have won jobs over other applisam
the strength of the discipline required and thdhligard the public has for accomplished musicians.

Pupils are expected to practice on a daily basipil®are expected to listen to their tutor and plynwith
the instruction given. Non-compliance may resulthat pupil’s lessons being discontinued.
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Pipe Bands incorporate Army style drill and disiciplwhen on and off parade that includes deportment
presentation and respect for authority and tradktidlany of the current QIAPB members atbahd &
generation pipe band members having been tauglainhily members and those traditions are carried and
passed on to new members.

Upon achieving the status of “learner piper” witkiie band pupils will be issued with equipment sasla
pipe chanter as deemed necessary by the Pipe btaparson acting in that capacity. Such equipment
includes a band issued Pipe chanter. All equipnssoed to band members remains the property of the
Queensland Irish Association and may be recalleshgtime.

Equipment is issued as required and pupils shoatléxpect to receive items just because it is fthen”.
Equipment will be issued when the Pipe Major dedlasnember is ready.

All members will be supplied with a copy of the BladRules. Members are expected to familiarise
themselves with the Band Rules and act in accosdafitt them. Any person under 18 years of age is
required to have at least parent become a membibe @ueensland Irish Association.

As the piper progresses uniform may be issuedeatligtretion of the Pipe Major or person actinthit
capacity. Members are expected to safely storenaidtain any uniforms or equipment issued to them i
accordance with the band rules.

CEAD MILE FAILTE!
(A HUNDRED THOUSAND WELCOMES!)
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PREPARATION

The instructor explains:
Design of Practice Chanter; care

LESSON 1 |and maintenance; tips to avoid
breakage and provides any other
necessary information.

SCALES

Instructor explains and demonstrates how and wigefis are placed on

chanter.

Pupil follows example and attempts to sound Lo G.

Instructor carries out fault correction as necgsdupil continues to blow
chanter and works through scale with guidance.

Scale Exercise

Scale

QIAPB 10/2001

loGloAB C D E F hiG hiAiAhiG F E DC B IloAloG

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

Low G note all fingers straight

Low A — lift fingehigh




B C — lift fingers — do not grip tightly

D — lift fingers E

High G (Hi G)

Hi A Hi A from different nrgle

(string/cord pictured on bottom chanter is for hangng up to allow drainage/drying out)
NOTE: fingers lift high and straight up — not curled back or at angles
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Instructor gives outline of lesson plan over tinesiqd.
Explains necessity and duration of practice andketqu outcomes.

Instructor explains origins and functions of Tre@Glef and Pupil attempts to
draw

During time between next lesson Pupil expectedaeotice drawing Treble
Clefs and Scales practicing names of notes (iotdght reading).

Instructor introduces High G Grace note (Hi G)

Scale with Hi G Grace Note

Exercise QIAPB

- — - OII

i
Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

. Birl |
A XxXercise l1a
Introduce Birl "Tip/Brush” QIAPB 10/2001
1st Lesson

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

Pupil draws numerous Birls before next lesson
Instructor assesses progress since last lessoif geisfied that pupil has
achieved required standard gives next exercise(s).
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Scale Exercise 2
Scale Exercise 2 QIAPB 10/2001

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

Introduces Hi G Gracenote —
Instructor then gives lesson on Note Values ancafbam

Scale Exercise 2a

Introduce Hi G QIAPB 10/2001
Grace Note

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)
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Scale Exercise 3

Introduce Hi G QIAPB 10/2001
Back finger Grace Note

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

Pupil practices music writing for all exerciseslank stave Instructor fault corrects then
gives further exercises:

Hand Changing Exercises
Exercise - Arpegios QIAPB

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Lt
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Scale Exercise 3a

Introduce Hi G + Hi A QIAPB 10/2001
Grace Note

===

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

Pupil practices music writing:

Birl

More Birls ExerCISe 4 QIAPB 10/2001

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)
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Birl
Exercise 4a

Birls from Scale QIAPB 10/2001
T — 1
I |
1l |
I — |
110 ol
i i

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

G, D, E Gracenotes
Exercise 5

Gracenotes G, D, E QIAPB 10/2001
I 1]
10 o
I i i 1

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)
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G, D, E Scales

Gracenotes G, D, E scales EXGfClse 53. QIAPB 10/2001

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

Music Writing Practice
epeat x 1000,000,000

G, D, E Exercise 50°

"THE" G, D, E exercise QIAPB 10/2001

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

TACUMS

Open CNOT permitted (until pupil proficient in closed C Tanu must
achieve equal proficiency in both)



-12 -

Exercise 7
TACUM TACU M QIAPB 10/2001

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

Exercise 7a
Strathspey TACUM

Strathspey TACUM QIAPB 10/2001
Written
J T . T [ I [ I .
Played ] e | ]

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)
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D Throw

QIAPB 10/2001

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

D Throw

Exercise 8a ScaleS QIAPB 10/2001

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

Lo A Doubling

QIAPB 10/01

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)
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B Doubling

QIAPB 10/01

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

C Doubling

QIAPB 10/01

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)
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D Doubllng

or ng €s QIAPB 10/01

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

E Doubling

QIAPB 10/01

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

F Doubling

QIAPB 10/01

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)
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Hi G Doubling

QIAPB 10/01

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

Hi A Doubling

QIAPB 10/01

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

B Strikes

Exercise QIAPB
[ ] [ ] [ ] 1 [ ] 1 [ ] 1
| | 1 | 1 | | |

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

C Strikes

Exercise QIAPB

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)
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D Strikes

Exercise QIAPB
| | I | I ] || I ] || | | I ]
b o b o T -1 T -1 b o b o
e - o - - - o - - - e e
I I 1 I 1 I I 1

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

E Strikes

Exercise QIAPB

$

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

F Strikes

Exercise QIAPB

$

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

Hi G Strikes

Exercise QIAPB

$ $§ $ $ $ $ F $ 9%

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)
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Hi A Strikes

Exercise QIAPB

$ $ 9 $ $ $ 9 $ 9

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

4th Pt Banjo Breakdown

Exercise QIAPB

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

4th part Glasgow Police Pipers

Exercise QIAPB 01

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)
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Strikes Scale Exercises

y . ] ~N /J y
Ii o - e e e o - U/ I} I
|| || L A <L I/ M
ii 1T - 1T 1T o /7 J ¢ :|
I 1 I I I — )
i I
I |
Il 1]
H H H H H % —

U

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)

Instructor introduces following movements and examportance and use of each.
NOTE: instructor should reinforce that pibroch maests are not hard and should be
started very early in training period.

NOTE — for every rule there is an exception (usuadiry soon after receiving that rule — as
demonstrated on this exercise sheet)

For example: Tarlouath means “to Lo A” BUT is wigleised to other notes.

Lemluath means “to E” but is also known as a Goipnany different notes.

Any well taught piper has been (at the least) ohiceed to Pibroch movements. Many of
these movements arise in numerous “light” tunesaifsspeys, hornpipes etc).
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Grips + Tarlouth + Ceol Mor

Tarlouath means "to Lo A"

- -

- -

N
S5

4

4

4 4 4 4

4

4

e

e

5

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)
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Name

Notes by Student

Grips

Tarlouath

Lemluath

Gripsto same note

tarlouath to samt
note

D

Eidre to E

Eidreto F Pibroch movement also used in other tunes

Cadences Can be played to and from many notes. Pibroch menetmut also
used in Airs.

Darodo Pibroch movement also used in light music suchussu$ McLeod

(bubbly to B)

(Strathspey)

Piobaireachd bir
(with D grace note to

Must start learning early in training period.

Lo A)

There many more embell

movem

JIG

NOTE

ishments to learn, howevéhjastage the pupil should be ready to learn new
ents as they arise in an “on the job trainemgdngement.

Jig in the Middle

Arr QIAPB 2001

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)



-22.-
SOME TERMS and DEFINITIONS

This tutor book is not intended to be used as arfi¢o play” book but has been intentionally wntia
such a manner so that pupil must use a suitablfigdanstructor. The terms and definitions prositare
to be used as a basic guide. Comprehensive exagsatill be given by the instructor as well as the

person leading the band as required.

Bag Usually means Pipe Bag. Traditionally made fromephskin to allow water to

escape via the pores of the skin. Usually neetie taressed” or “seasoned”
with special preparation of leather dressing, batiterial agents and moisture
absorbing compounds.

Traditionally were (and sometimes still are) drelss#th egg white, molasses,
honey or many other substances to make the baiglair-

Bags have also been made from Deer, Kangaroo af¢i@a depending on
location and climate. For Australian conditionsf<kin is the most popular and
hard wearing. Leather pipe bags should last fo52/s depending on level of
use and level of maintenance. Leather bags uscadityAU$100 to $200.
Synthetic bags cost from around AU$300 - $500 idiclg plumbing/internals.
These bags appear easier to maintain and are SUHP@Sast at least 2 -5 yrs
BUT this writer has NEVER had a synthetic bag faste than 2 years.

Modern synthetic pipe bags are very popular (useQIBPB) being made of
“Gortex” and other materials similar to materiaedsn Space Suits.

Chanter Can mean Pipe chanter or practice chanter.
The Pipe chanter is the flute like part of the pipet produces the melody. Sound
is generated by air passing over the blades obabiig¢” reed similar to an oboe
reed.

Practice chanter is the smaller version of the phmnter that is used to learn the
fingering of the pipes and is kept handy for pi@og or learning new tunes. A
piper never outgrows the need for a practice chante

Parents that are not sure of their child’s levahtdérest might purchase a cheay
chanter (made in Pakistan usually)to start (arcdd830-$50) and obtain a
higher quality chanter later on (can cost aroundt2Q0+)

ALTHOUGH - if a pupil has the use of a high quality chafitem the start,
learning is enhanced by the pupil listening to tidseguality toned instrument
even in the early stages.

A good quality chanter is preferred from the skedtD family heirloom practice
chanters are may be used if available of suitabédity.

Ceol Mor Big Music (other name for Pibroch)

Ceol Beag small music / light music (other musattils not
Piobaireachd — like strathspeys, reels. Jigs, etc)
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Cover Usually means bag cover used to improve the appearaf the pipe bag. A good
bag cover will also improve the grip of the bag enthe player’'s arm.
Drone Long tubular sections of the pipe that sit on theeps shoulder. Comprising onge

Bass (long) and Two Tenor (2 shorter drones), tbaats provide the harmonious
background accompaniment to the melody produced the chanter.

Piobaireachd | literal translation (gaelic) Pipe Music

The Anglo spelling of Pibroch also used (usuallgaoe space).

What is Pibroch is the classical music of the Great HigtllBagpipe. Said to have

. . developed in Scotland from around 1200AD by thetetary MacCrimmon
Piobaireachd family of Borreraig, Skye.

Mairi's Wedding

March Arr QIAPB 2001
I
I I E——— f T E—— — i
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L = L L U0 = = L
Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)
Steal Away
Irish Song Fureys Arr QIAPB 2001
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Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)
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Glasgow Police Pipers
Jig Arr QIAPB 1994
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Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)



March -no intro notes
at beginning (after rolls)
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Wearing of the Green
MinsStrel Boy

Arr QIAPB 5/2001
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Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)



Arr QIAPB 2002
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=

Donald McLean's Farewell to Oban

Comp March

e

Written with PiobMaster (Ceol Mor Software Ltd.)




